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1. Life and career timeline of Niketas Choniates

Ca. 1155 Birth

5%3164 to Ante Studies

Ca. 1164/65 Studies in Constantinople

Ante 1183 Basilikos hypogrammateus

1185 Lost his job as basilikos hypogrammateus and devoted himself to the study of
law

1185/86 Basilikos grammatikos

1188/89 Proestos tou epi ton koinon chrematon koitonos (head of the public treasury)

Ante 1189 Harmostes of the cities of Thrace

Ante 1189 Governor of the theme of Philippopolis

1189 Summoned to Constantinople

Ca. 1190 Sebastos

1190 Ephoros

1190 Logothetikos grammatikos

1190 Delivery of the annual panegyric on the Feast of Epiphany

1190/91 krites tou velou (judge of the velum)

1194/95 Epi ton kriseon

Ante 1195s Logothetes tou genikou

1195s Logothetes ton sekreton

1203 Destruction of his palace by the great fire of 1203

1204 Lost his position

1204 Destruction of his livelihood

1206 Return to Constantinople

1206 Refuge in Nicaea

Ca. 1210 In the service of an anonymous protovestiarios

Ca. 1217 Death

2. Versions of Choniates’ History

Phase A - Brevior: reign of John Il Komenos (r.1118-43) to the uprising of the Romans
(Byzantines) in Thrace against the Latins 1205. This is the shortest version of the story and
thus named: Brevior. Choniates started writing this version at 1203 and most probably he
finished in 1206.

Phase B - LO: named thus after mss. Laurentianus Plut. 9.24 (Florence) and Oxoniensis
(Bodleian) Roe 22 (Oxford). This version starts in 1204: it is a reworking of the Brevior with
the further addition of the events between November 1206 and autumn 1207. It was
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probably composed when Choniates was in Nicaea, written and finished between 1210 or
1211. In both cases, the text is paired with the Panoplia dogmatica (a work with arguments
against heretics). The De Signis only in this version.

Phase C - Auctior: revised and extended version of the brevior and LO. The composition
of this version is dated to between 1213 and 1217, that is when Choniates was living in
Nicaea but he was excluded from the public life. The latest critical edition is based on this
version. The De Signis became part of this version only after Niketas’ death.

3. Book epigram in Florence, Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana, Plutei IX.24, f. 385

Tvos dteA@ovtog v BifAov, € stoluov otiynpov
TPOCPWVNUA O &V EIEL EMLYPAUUATOS LE... TOD
plonovjoavtog thv auvenknv tijs BifAov
TPOKELUEVNS SLTATY TIPAYUATELRV THV TE
npotayOeioay ékkAnolaoTikny ioTopiav kai THY TPog
TO TEAOG.. UTL.... DOTEPCYPOVOV U.. OF T..

By a reader of the book. A versified, offhand, encomiastic
address in the form of a [book] epigram ... of the one who
worked laboriously on the composition of the book at hand
[which contains] a double treatise, firstly the ecclesiastic
history and the end of ... at a later date...

EdayyeAkog GAAoG oikodeondTng
Bnoavpo@uAdxiov voixn otdpa,
g€ayetat 8¢ kai moAaLd Kad véa,
apxaika S6ypata kot Kavoi Adyol,

5 N BBALak” ovvBeTOg SLapTia
AVOPWTIKOV CUYKPLUAX KTOV SELKVUEL,
Yuyn Sokel kai odpa, Yvwols Kai @Biotg.
KBV 00pavog Tpog HPog, av 8¢ YR KdTw,
KOOV pipnpa §£ATog 1) TpoKelnévn,

10 10 Ogla TpATOV, VOTEPOV TA TPAKTEQ.
Kol LETPLKOV PEV ypaupa, Tv TAdda,
opapadoyAv@ng! évBaiapevel B(fn
AleEavdpou kai TodTo Tiig evfruyiag,
Baolkfic yvwplopa @iodwpiag,

15 avakTopikiig Setypa Adaunpds kapdiag,
XAwpa AlBog, BAGoTnua AglpdVOG AdY OV,
oans domtpa tod mpog ‘Ounpov ndbov.
VAN 8¢ T1g kaAUTpa TAVTNG TUKTISOG
TAG KaHpSLaKAG TTUXAS EEavolkTéoV

20 Kol TNV HETagY Ywpav DQATAWTEOV
KAy v ZoAOP®VTELOV EDTUXNOATW
T0100TO0G 01K0G GEL0g TATNG TOTOG,

{wiig Epnabov BifAov. dAA’ iSod BALnw,
TO {WTIKA PIULOTH YPAPHOTA PEPEL

25 KOV OV Ta Pkt Toig dBavatolg Adyols.

TPOENTIKTG TApwua Beomipdiag,
THiG NTAS0G pPépLopa Kai TTi§ OKTAS0G
€1 U T GAANV GAA0G EnTada Agyel
TNV ENTAKAVAOV GUVOSIKTV Avxviav,

30 fTig avijPev O8e cwoTKOV GéAag.

16 AHG Jun. 22.14.11: Q¢ &vOn Tovg Belovg Adyoug/
£k TdV Aslpvov SpePidpevog/ Tig ypaiis, iepdpxa, | 21 Cant. 3:7 |22
oikog &€1o6 Eur. Hel. 69 | 23 {wiig BLBAlov Rev. 3:5 | 24 {wTikd ypappata cf.
Epiphanius, Panarion, ed. K Holl, vol. 3, p. 6 | 27 Cf. Ex. 22:30 | 29 éntdxaviog
Auyvia Greg. Naz. In Pentec. (Orat. 41) PG 36: 433 C

As a new host of the Gospels

a mouth, a treasury was opened

and expounds old and new [issues]:

the ancient dogmas and the new logoi.

5] The combined formation in the book
demonstrates the human composition

meaning of soul and body, knowledge and decay,

as if in the height of heavens, as if at the bottom of the
earth

this book compares to the universe/kosmos,

10] referring first to divine things and secondly to
human deeds.

So, a pearl-sculpted casket encloses

a poetic work, the Iliad,

and this demonstrates Alexander’s virtuous courage,
a feature of imperial bounteousness

15 ] an expression of a royal illustrious heart,

a green stone, an offshoot of a meadow of logos,

a clear mirror of the love for Homer.

But the content of the book is also its cover,

so that the panels of the heart may be opened

20] and the space between them [the panels] to open
up

as the book may find a fitting place by Solomon’s bed.
Such a house is worthy of this [book].

I learned the book of life; but behold, I see

it carries letters, the life-bringing words

25]even if mixing mortal [matters] with immortal
words.

This is the fulfilment of the prophecy

about the separation on the seventh and the eighth
days

so none would name seven

other than the synodical seven-stemmed lamp,

30] which lit up here the life-saving light.

! Hapax legomenon.




Study day: THE EVIL IN CLASSICAL LITERATURE AND ITS RECEPTION
GIRLC/University of Valencia , Valencia 15/16 October 2020

4. Outline of the De Signis (to be found only in the version LO of the Diégesis)
(a) Arrival of Frankish political dignitaries and Venetian ecclesiastical dignitaries to C/ple
(b) Destruction of the city
e Church of the Holy Apostles - Justinian
e Hagia Sophia - Altar
e Forum of Constantine [Hera, Paris-Alexander, and Aphrodite]
e “Anemodoulion” (the “Wind servant”).
e Forum of Taurus: equestrian statue (Joshua, son of Nave or Bellerophon).
e The Hippodrome:
Herakles,
Nikon and the donkey
the statues of the Hyena (of Antioch) and the She-Wolf (of Rome)
statues of a Nilotic animal and an elephant, statues of Sphinxes, the statue of
Scylla
the sundial of Apollonius of Tyana
Helen
a winged Nike
statues of the charioteers
a complex of wild beasts fighting

O O O O

O O O O O

5. From the History: Constantinople as Penelope (Inot in LO, Van Dieten, 498-99. tr.
Magoulias, p. 274, adapted)

"Q nepinuoTov mpdypa Pwpaiwv dpxr kai tdov E6vest INAWTOV Kol TPOSKUVNTOV d&lwpa, oioug
vmveykag BlacTds [...] olol ool énepdvnoav épactai [...] Bupadyéotepd siov dvtwg T oo 0ig
nénovBe TInvedomn mapaAAnAwlopeva, kai Kot o08&v  anéowkag BaoclAslag  yuvalkog
TaveLSailovog, oEPVTG TO KAAAOG, ed@uolg TO pHEyeBog, edmpenods TV dPv, Eadwkuiag pevtol
XEPOWV E€paoT®V Avalddv Unde THwHEVWV O0fBoAod map’ ExE@POoty, oVTE PNV €XOVIWV TO
HEYAAOTIPENEG AVTHG OUVLOETV Und’ edAafovpévwv O DProg und HTOoTEAAOUEVWY TO EVYEVES,
éviote 8¢ kai mpog HPPLY TEPLEAKOVTWYV Kai €1 KOlTNV draydvtwy aBEuLtov.

“O celebrated sovereignty of the Romans, and honour envied and adored by all nations, what
violators have you endured! [...] The lovers that had gone mad over you! [...] Your sufferings
are more heartrending than those of Penelope. In no way do you differ from a queen all-
blessed, nobly beautiful, shapely, and comely who is seized by the hands of shameless lovers
whom the prudent deem worthless. Unaware of her majesty and disrespectful of her
grandeur, they ignore her nobility and drag her away in lust, carrying her of to be ravished
in an unlawful bed.”

6. Choniates, De Signis, Description of Helen (excerpts)

a. Tt 8¢ 1 AevkwAevog ‘EAévn kaAdio@upog te kai SoAyddelpog, 1 To IaveAAnviov £ Tpolav
a8poicaca kai kaBerodoa Tpoiav, éx 8& Tavtng tpocokeilaca Neidg kakeiBev adBig ¢ 7O T&
Aakwvwv éravaroaca xpoviog; (Van Dieten, 652, 58-61)

What of the white-armed Helen, with the beautiful ankles and the long neck [leukolenos,
kallisphyros, dolichodeiros-Homeric vocabulary], she who gathered all the Hellenes to Troy and
she who destroyed Troy, from where she set ashore to the Nile and from there she returned
to the customary abodes of the Laconians after many years? (my translation)
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b. dp’ dueidi&s tovg Suopsrixtous; dp’ EudABags ToVG o8NPO@EPOVAS; 0DUEVODY 008 BAWG
TODTOV TL SedvvnTal 1| mavta Beatniv T® KAAAEL SovAaywynoaoa, Kolmep €0TOALGUEVN
Beatplk®dG Kol §pocwONG OPWUEVN KAV TG XOAKD Kol DYPALVOUEVT TPOG EPWTA TQ XLTAOVL, T®
KkpNSEUvo, Ti oTEQdVY Kai T) TAoXuG T@V Tpixdv (Van Dieten 652, 61-65)

“Didn’t she placate the implacable? Didn’t she soften those with iron hearts? She was not at
all able to do this she who had enslaved every spectator (theatén) with her beauty was wholly
unable to achieve this, even though she was appeared in a theatrical manner (theatrikds) and
she was seen fresh, even in bronze, and she was moistured for love with her garment,* veil,
crown, and the braid of hair.”

c. [...] @AX’ ofual oot taig Moipaig mémpwtal Tff Tod TUPOG VromECEV dpwii, NS’ &v eikbVL
TOVCAPEVIIV AVAKAELY TODG Op@VTag €l EpwTag gimov 8 v O¢ kai dvtimowa tod v Tpolav
NOaA®OBaL TUpl TAiG oaig oxeTAlwG @PUKTELBEVTL EIAdTOWY ol AiveldSal ovtol mupl <oe>
KOTEKPLVAY. GAX’ OUK £Q [LE TO XPUOOHAVES TMV AvSp@dV StavonoacBal tL tolodTov kai pBEysaobat,
b’ 00 To omdvia TavTayod kai kKaAdv kdAAoTa Epya TavTEAET d@avioud Taperéu@dnoav [...]
(Van Dieten 652, 79-86)

“I suspect that the Fates had foreordained that you should succumb to the flame’s fervor so
that your image should no longer enflame the onlookers with love. It was said that these
Aeneadae condemned you to the flames as retribution for Troy’s having been laid waste by
the firebrand because of your scandalous amours. But the gold-madness of these men does
not allow me to conceive and utter such a thing, for that madness was the reason why rare
and excellent works everywhere were given over to total destruction.” (Magoulias, p. 360,
adapted)

d. [...] 8\wg te mod map’ dypaupdrols BapBapols kai TéAeov dvaigaBritols avdyvwolg kai
YVOOLG TOV €Ml 001 pa@dnBEVTWY Ekelvwv ENdV

0 véueois Tpaag kai Ukviudag Ayaiovg

TOUS’ GUPL YUVALKL TOADY XpOVOV JAYEX TAOXELY:

aivig aBavdtnot Osais gi¢ dna éotkevy (van Dieten 653, 94-3)

“After all how one could expect to find among these unlettered barbarians who are wholly
illiterate, the ability to read and knowledge of those epic verses sung of you:

Small blame that Trojans and well-greaved Achaens

should for such a woman long time suffer woes;

wondrously like is she to the immortal goddesses to look upon”

7. Marginal note in Vat. gr. 130, f. 265 (Mazzuchi 1995: 211)

Tupvnoiwv E0a ta Tpog TOLS YAoUS

€1 T01¢ Ko MUdG CUVTETIPTVTO XPOVOLG

KAy ® TTPOG adTOVG AoUEVWS EvnEdunv

Koi Tadta SUEBAAATTOG BV TAVTWY TAEOV
5 Ko TPy AUk OTIO TOD XpOVOU PEPWV.

T VOUEiwV 8 00K dv 160 eiddunV yépa

kGv Tuvapidog émAékovto tactada.

If the nuptial customs of the Gymnensi
was kept to our times

2 The reference is probably to lliad, 3.385. Cf. Iliad, 3.228 or Odyssey, 4.3. etc. Cf. Callistratus, Descriptions, no.
11: On the Statue of a Youth.
3 Jliad, 3.156-58.
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I would gladly join then

even if I suffer from seasickness more than any other man

and I have white hair by [the passing] time.

But I would never receive the nuptial gifts

even if they have prepared the bridal chamber for daughter of Tindaris (=Helen of Troy)
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